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se asemejan mucho a códigos: ningún carácter tiene 
un significado específico propio y cada uno de ellos 
puede escribirse y pronunciarse de distintas maneras. 
Solo cuando los caracteres se unen en una frase, el 
significado es claro. La mayoría de las frases contienen 
solo siete palabras que deben entonarse en el dialecto 
local de la región de Jiangyong.

Muchos de los textos hablan de agravios sufridos. 
Relatan desgracias vividas y la decepción de las mujeres 
con sus vidas. Pero también evidencian la felicidad y el 
consuelo sentido por el apoyo mutuo, así como el dolor 
por estar separadas de las que consideraban hermanas. 
Otras canciones elogian a los padres. Las mujeres saca
ban fuerzas del contacto social y de su amor compartido 
por este arte encubierto. Es difícil explicar la con
centración geográfica del sistema Nüshu alrededor de 
Jiangyong, pero algunos académicos lo atribuyen a la 
supremacía de la cultura yao, la cual rinde homenaje a 
la mujer y a las hermandades femeninas en sus festi
vales y tradiciones, y esto habría permitido a las muje
res compartir y apreciar públicamente las baladas que 
ellas mismas habían creado. 

Esta historia de amor por el arte de las mujeres de la 
zona es lógico que haya atraído a la bailarina taiwanesa 
Tan HuiChen. En 2011, inspirada por la historia de la 
escritura Nüshu, viajó a Jiangyong para documentarse 
y aprender los caracteres en persona. “Era difícil acos
tumbrarse a la vida cotidiana como mujer por todas  
las restricciones que existían entonces”, dice, “así que, 

Jiangyong no es un lugar que deje una honda impre
sión al forastero. Las campesinas que uno se encuentra 
no parecen distintas de las de otras poblaciones 
diseminadas por la vasta extensión de China. Pero en el 
punto donde se encuentran las tres provincias de 
Hunan, Guangxi y Guangdong, a orillas de las claras y 
verdes aguas del profundo y tranquilo río Xiao, y en los 
poblados donde convergen las culturas han y yao, se 
transmitió a través de las generaciones un sistema de 
escritura creada por y para las mujeres.  

Esta escritura se recogía en libros hechos por muje
res, encuadernados finamente con sus propias manos. 
Inscritos en fragmentos de papel, copiados en abanicos 
y bordados en pañuelos, (los caracteres romboides 
están ligeramente inclinados de manera que un lado 
está más elevado), a primera vista, los bellos caracteres 
pueden confundirse con la escritura china kaishu o 
incluso con la antigua escritura de huesos oraculares. 
Tras un examen minucioso, sin embargo, estos símbo
los parecen bordados. En realidad los caracteres son un 
código secreto. Como no tenían acceso a la educación 
ni libertad en el matrimonio, las mujeres de la región 
crearon este sistema para comunicarse unas con otras 
y como una forma de expresión personal. Se llama 
Nüshu, que significa “escritura de mujeres”.  

Durante la pasada década, los académicos han 
recopilado más de 500 obras de Nüshu que superan los 
300 000 caracteres. Entre estos, se han identificado 
más de dos mil caracteres individuales. Los caracteres 

Los académicos no se 
ponen de acuerdo en la 
fecha de aparición de la 
escritura Nüshu. Podría 
datar de la época de la 
dinastía Qin, en 221 a. C.  
Es difícil encontrar objetos 
Nüshu originales, porque 
era costumbre que se 
quemasen con sus 
creadoras para que les 
sirviesen de compañía  
en el más allá. La colección 
de abanicos y libros, en  
la foto superior, recoge 
inscripciones de caligrafía 
Nüshu: un nuevo arte 
aparecido en la década de 
1980. En las inscripciones 
que se encuentran en la 
página contigua se lee: 
“afortunado”, “tranqui
lidad”, “prosperidad en  
el mundo” y finalmente 
“eternamente afortunado”

Las mujeresLas mujeres sacaban fuerzas del contacto social sacaban fuerzasLas mujeres sacaban fuerzas del contacto social del contacto social
yy de su amor compartido por este arte encubiertode su amor compartidoy de su amor compartido por este arte encubiertopory de su amor compartido por este arte encubiertoeste arte encubierto

La región meridional de China es cuna 
de una misteriosa forma de escritura 
creada por mujeres. Se llama Nüshu y 
tiene una historia fascinante

texto Venus Wong 

Palabra de mujer
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fifififiáfi fifi fifibfififi fififi fifififififififi fififivfifi fifi fififififi fififififi fifibfififififififiáfi fifi fifibfififi fififi fifififififififi fififivfifi fifi fififififi fififififi fifibfifififi 
fififiufifififi y fiufififififi fififi fifi fififi fififififififififi fififi fiujfifififififiufifififi y fiufififififi fififi fifi fififi fififififififififi fififi fiujfifififififiufifififi y fiufififififi fififi fifi fififi fififififififififi fififi fiujfifififi fififiufifififi y fiufififififi fififi fifi fififi fififififififififi fififi fiujfifififi 
fifififififiuyfifififi ufi fifififi fiufififi fififififififiufifi fififififi fififififififififififiuyfifififi ufi fifififi fiufififi fififififififiufifi fififififi fifififififi 
fififififififififi ufifi fifififixfiófi fififififififififi. Nüfifiu fiufififió fifi fifififififififififi ufifi fifififixfiófi fififififififififi. Nüfifiu fiufififió fifi fifififififififififi ufifi fifififixfiófi fififififififififi. Nüfifiu fiufififió fifi fifi fififififififififi ufifi fifififixfiófi fififififififififi. Nüfifiu fiufififió fifi fifi 
fififififififififi fifififivfifiufifi. Lfi fiujfifi fifi fififififi fififififififi fi fifififififififififi fifififivfifiufifi. Lfi fiujfifi fifi fififififi fififififififi fi fifi 
fifiufifififiófifi fifififi fifi bufifififi fififiúfi fiufififi fififififi fixfififififififiufifififiófifi fifififi fifi bufifififi fififiúfi fiufififi fififififi fixfififififififiufifififiófifi fifififi fifi bufifififi fififiúfi fiufififi fififififi fixfifififififi fifiufifififiófifi fifififi fifi bufifififi fififiúfi fiufififi fififififi fixfifififififi 
fiufi fififififififififififififi fifififififiufififififi fififififi ufifi fififififi fifiufi fififififififififififififi fifififififiufififififi fififififi ufifi fififififi fifiufi fififififififififififififi fifififififiufififififi fififififi ufifi fififififi fifi fiufi fififififififififififififi fifififififiufififififi fififififi ufifi fififififi fifi 
fififiufifififififiófi fifififi fififififizfifi fiufi fibjfififivfifi fififififififififiufifififififiófi fifififi fififififizfifi fiufi fibjfififivfifi fififififififi 
fififififififififibfifififi. Efifi fifi fiu fifififi fifififififi. 

Tfifi Hufi-Cfififi fififiufifió bfijfi fifi fiufifififi fifi fifi fififififi fiTfifi Hufi-Cfififi fififiufifió bfijfi fifi fiufifififi fifi fifi fififififi fifi 
Gfifi Yfifixfififi (ufifi fifififififififififi fififififififi y fififififififififi fiGfifi Yfifixfififi (ufifi fifififififififififi fififififififi y fififififififififi fiGfifi Yfifixfififi (ufifi fifififififififififi fififififififi y fififififififififi fifi Gfifi Yfifixfififi (ufifi fifififififififififi fififififififi y fififififififififi fifi 
Nüfifiu fififififififififi fifi fi990) y fifififiuéfi fififififififififiNüfifiu fififififififififi fifi fi990) y fifififiuéfi fififififififififió 
fiufifififi fifi fififi fifififififi fifififififififififi fifi fifififififififi fififififiufifififi fifi fififi fifififififi fifififififififififi fifi fifififififififi fififififiufifififi fifi fififi fifififififi fifififififififififi fifi fifififififififi fifififi-
fifififififi fifi fififizfifi y fifififijfi ufi fiúbfifififi fififififififififififififi fi fifififififififi fifi fififizfifi y fifififijfi ufi fiúbfifififi fififififififififififififi fi fifififififififi fifi fififizfifi y fifififijfi ufi fiúbfifififi fififififififififififififi fi fififi fifififififi fifi fififizfifi y fifififijfi ufi fiúbfifififi fififififififififififififi fi fififi 
fiufififi fifiufififi y fifififiufifififififififi fififififivfi. Hufi-Cfififiufififi fifiufififi y fifififiufifififififififi fififififivfi. Hufi-Cfififi 
fixfififififi: fiTfififi qufi Nüfifiu fifififififi fififififififififififiá y fififixfififififi: fiTfififi qufi Nüfifiu fifififififi fififififififififififiá y fififixfififififi: fiTfififi qufi Nüfifiu fifififififi fififififififififififiá y fifi-
fifififi fififififi fifififififivfifififi fififi fifi fififibfijfi fifififi fiufiufifififififi fififififi fifififififivfifififi fififi fifi fififibfijfi fifififi fiufiufifififififi fififififi fifififififivfifififi fififi fifi fififibfijfi fifififi fiufiufififi fifififi fififififi fifififififivfifififi fififi fifi fififibfijfi fifififi fiufiufififi 
fifififififififififififi. Qufifififi fififi fi fififififififi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififififi. Qufifififi fififi fi fififififififi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififififi. Qufifififi fififi fi fififififififi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififififi. Qufifififi fififi fi fififififififi fififififi fiujfifififi fifi-
fifififififi qufi fiuvfififififi fifi fifififififififivfi fiufififififififi fifififi fififififififififi qufi fiuvfififififi fifi fifififififififivfi fiufififififififi fifififi fifififififi qufi fiuvfififififi fifi fifififififififivfi fiufififififififi fifififi fifififi fififi qufi fiuvfififififi fifi fifififififififivfi fiufififififififi fifififi fifififi 
fififififi fiu fifififififi fifififiufijfifi. Efi fifi fifififififififififi Hufi-Cfififififififi fiu fifififififi fifififiufijfifi. Efi fifi fifififififififififi Hufi-Cfififi 
fifififififi vfififififi fifififijfifi fifi Nüfifiu fi fififififififififi fi fiu fififizfifififififi vfififififi fifififijfifi fifi Nüfifiu fi fififififififififi fi fiu fififizfifififififi vfififififi fifififijfifi fifi Nüfifiu fi fififififififififi fi fiu fififizfi fifififififi vfififififi fifififijfifi fifi Nüfifiu fi fififififififififi fi fiu fififizfi 
fifiáfififififi fififi fififi Xfififi y fififififififififififi fifi fifi zfififi. 

Sfifi fifibfififififi fifi fififififififififiófi fifi fifififi fifififififiufifi fiSfifi fifibfififififi fifi fififififififififiófi fifi fifififi fifififififiufifi fifi 
fififibfi fififi: fifi fifififififififififi fififififi Tfifi Dufifi fifififififi fifi fifififibfi fififi: fifi fifififififififififi fififififi Tfifi Dufifi fifififififi fifi fifififibfi fififi: fifi fifififififififififi fififififi Tfifi Dufifi fifififififi fifi fifi fififibfi fififi: fifi fifififififififififi fififififi Tfifi Dufifi fifififififi fifi fifi 
fififivfififififi fifi Hufififi y fiufififi fifi bfififififi fififififififi fifififififivfififififi fifi Hufififi y fiufififi fifi bfififififi fififififififi fifififififivfififififi fifi Hufififi y fiufififi fifi bfififififi fififififififi fifififi fififivfififififi fifi Hufififi y fiufififi fifi bfififififi fififififififi fifififi 
fififififiufififi fifififi Tigre y dragónfi y Herofi fifi fifififififi ufifififififiufififi fifififi Tigre y dragónfi y Herofi fifi fifififififi ufifififififiufififi fifififi Tigre y dragónfi y Herofi fifi fifififififi ufifi fififififiufififi fifififi Tigre y dragónfi y Herofi fifi fifififififi ufifi 
fififizfi fiufifififififififi Nüshu: Las canciones secretas de lafififizfi fiufifififififififi Nüshu: Las canciones secretas de lafififizfi fiufifififififififi Nüshu: Las canciones secretas de las fififizfi fiufifififififififi Nüshu: Las canciones secretas de las 
mujeres qufi fiufifififi fifi fifififififififi fifififi ufi fiúbfifififi fififi fifififimujeres qufi fiufifififi fifi fifififififififi fifififi ufi fiúbfifififi fififi fififififi 
XXI. fifififififififi fifi fififibfififififiófi fifi fififififififififififififi fiufiXXI. fifififififififi fifi fififibfififififiófi fifi fififififififififififififi fiufifi-
fifififififififi fifififififififi fi fififififififififi fifi fifififififififififififi fififi fififififififififififififi fifififififififi fi fififififififififi fifi fifififififififififififi fififi fififififififififi fifififififififi fi fififififififififi fifi fifififififififififififi fififi fififififi-
fifififififififi fififififififififififi fifibfifi fififififififi fifijfifi y fifififififififififififififififi fififififififififififi fifibfifi fififififififi fifijfifi y fifififififififififififi fifibfifi fififififififi fifijfifi y fififififififififi fifififi fifibfifi fififififififi fifijfifi y fififififififififi 
fifi fififififififi fi fifivfifififififififi fiufififififififi. 

Pfififi fififi fififiufififififififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifi fifififififiufifi NüfifiPfififi fififi fififiufififififififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifi fifififififiufifi NüfifiPfififi fififi fififiufififififififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifi fifififififiufifi Nüfifiu Pfififi fififi fififiufififififififi fifi fifififififififi fifi fifi fifififififiufifi Nüfifiu 
fifififififiúfi fifififififi ufi fifififififififi. Afifiufififi fififififi qufi fififififififififiúfi fifififififi ufi fifififififififi. Afifiufififi fififififi qufi fifififi 
fifi fifififi fififi fififi fiñfifi fiufififififi fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fi fifififiufififi fifififi fififi fififi fiñfifi fiufififififi fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fi fifififiufifi 
fififififi. Ofifififi fififififififififi qufi fifi fififififififififió fifi fififififififififififi. Ofifififi fififififififififi qufi fifi fififififififififió fifi fififififififi 
fifififififififi fififififi fifififififi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fi fififififififififififififififififi fififififi fifififififi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fi fififififififififififififififififi fififififi fifififififi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fi fifififififififififi fifififififififi fififififi fifififififi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fi fifififififififififi 
fifi fifi Qfififi. Efi fiufifififi fi qufiéfi fifififififi fififi fiu fififififififififififi fifi Qfififi. Efi fiufifififi fi qufiéfi fifififififi fififi fiu fififififififififififi fifi Qfififi. Efi fiufifififi fi qufiéfi fifififififi fififi fiu fififififififififififi fifi fifi Qfififi. Efi fiufifififi fi qufiéfi fifififififi fififi fiu fififififififififififi 
fififififififi fifiyfififififi fififififififi fififififi fi ufi fiúfifififi fifi fifiñfifififififififififi fifiyfififififi fififififififi fififififi fi ufi fiúfifififi fifi fifiñfifififififififififi fifiyfififififi fififififififi fififififi fi ufi fiúfifififi fifi fifiñfifififi fififififififi fifiyfififififi fififififififi fififififi fi ufi fiúfifififi fifi fifiñfifififi 
fifi fififififi fifififififififi. Exfififififi fifiyfififififi fifififiáfififififi fifibfififi fififififi fifififififififi. Exfififififi fifiyfififififi fifififiáfififififi fifibfififi fififififi fifififififififi. Exfififififi fifiyfififififi fifififiáfififififi fifibfifi fifi fififififi fifififififififi. Exfififififi fifiyfififififi fifififiáfififififi fifibfifi 
fififi fifizfifififi fifi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififi fifififi fififififififi fifizfifififi fifi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififi fifififi fififififififi fifizfifififi fifi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififi fifififi fififififi fififi fifizfifififi fifi fififififi fiujfifififi fifififififififififififi fifififi fififififi 
ufifi fifififififiufifi y fififififi fififififi fififififififififiófifi fivfifififififi fifiufifi fifififififiufifi y fififififi fififififi fififififififififiófifi fivfifififififi fifiufifi fifififififiufifi y fififififi fififififi fififififififififiófifi fivfifififififi fififi ufifi fifififififiufifi y fififififi fififififi fififififififififiófifi fivfifififififi fififi 
fififififififi fi fififi fififibfififififi. Nüfifiu fiufi ufifi fixfififififiófi fifififififififi fi fififi fififibfififififi. Nüfifiu fiufi ufifi fixfififififiófi fifififififififi fi fififi fififibfififififi. Nüfifiu fiufi ufifi fixfififififiófi fifi fififififififi fi fififi fififibfififififi. Nüfifiu fiufi ufifi fixfififififiófi fifi 
fifififijfi y fifi fififififififizfi fifififi fifififififiufifi ufi fifififi fiufiufifi. 

Lfi úfififififi fififififififi fiuyfi úfifififi fifififiufi fififi NüfifiuLfi úfififififi fififififififi fiuyfi úfifififi fifififiufi fififi Nüfifiu Lfi úfififififi fififififififi fiuyfi úfifififi fifififiufi fififi Nüfifiufi  Lfi úfififififi fififififififi fiuyfi úfifififi fifififiufi fififi Nüfifiufi 
Yfififi Hufifiyfifi fififififififió fifi 2004fi fifififi fifi fifififififiufifi fifi fififiYfififi Hufifiyfifi fififififififió fifi 2004fi fifififi fifi fifififififiufifi fifi fififiYfififi Hufifiyfifi fififififififió fifi 2004fi fifififi fifi fifififififiufifi fifi fififi-
fififivfi fifi fifi fififififififi fifififififififififi. Lfi fifibfifiufififi y fifi fifififififififivfi fifi fifi fififififififi fifififififififififi. Lfi fifibfifiufififi y fifi fififififivfi fifi fifi fififififififi fifififififififififi. Lfi fifibfifiufififi y fifi fififififi-
fifififififi fifi fififi fiujfifififi qufi fififififififi fifi fififififififi Nüfifififififififi fifi fififi fiujfifififi qufi fififififififi fifi fififififififi Nüfifififififififi fifi fififi fiujfifififi qufi fififififififi fifi fififififififi Nüfifiu fifififififi fifi fififi fiujfifififi qufi fififififififi fifi fififififififi Nüfifiu 
fifififififiúfi fifififififififififi fi fifififififififififififi fififififififififififi. 
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