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2 000 signes individuels ont été identifiés. Ils 
ressemblent fortement à un code : aucun n’a de 
signification propre et chacun peut être écrit et 
prononcé de manière différente. Ce n’est qu’une fois 
réunis en une phrase qu’ils prennent un sens. 
Curieusement, la plupart des phrases ne contiennent 
que sept mots, qui doivent être chantés dans le dialecte 
de la région de Jiangyong.

Beaucoup de ces textes racontent les souffrances 
endurées par les femmes, les malheurs qui les ont 
frappées, les déceptions qu’elles ont ressenties dans 
leur existence ; mais certains traduisent aussi le 
bonheur et le réconfort qu’elles trouvaient dans leur 
soutien et encouragement mutuels, ou la douleur 
d’être séparées de celles qu’elles considéraient comme 
des sœurs. D’autres encore expriment des éloges 
affectueux envers leurs parents. Les femmes tiraient 
leur force de ces liens sociaux et de leur amour partagé 
de cet art secret. On explique mal la concentration 
géographique du nüshu autour de Jiangyong, mais 
certains chercheurs pensent qu’elle est due à la 
dominance de la culture Yao dans cette région, qui 
honore les femmes et la sororité par des fêtes et des 
coutumes particulières – celles-ci permettant aux 
femmes de partager publiquement leur attachement 
aux ballades populaires qu’elles avaient créées.

Le talent artistique de ces femmes et l’histoire  
du nüshu ont inspiré la danseuse taïwanaise Tan Hui-
Chen, qui s’est rendue à Jiangyong afin d’y étudier 
cette écriture et d’en approfondir la connaissance. 
« Les femmes avaient du mal à supporter les contraintes 
de la vie quotidienne à cette époque, raconte-t-elle. 
C’est ainsi que, outre les travaux des champs, la tenue 

Jiangyong n’est pas le genre d’endroit qui laisse une 
impression marquante au voyageur. Les paysannes 
qui parcourent les ruelles des villages et les sentiers 
montagneux n’y sont guère différentes de leurs 
sœurs vivant dans les autres petites villes du vaste 
territoire chinois. Mais là où les trois provinces du 
Hunan, du Guangxi et du Guangdong se rejoignent, 
près des eaux vertes et limpides de la rivière Xiao, et 
dans les hameaux où convergent les cultures Han et 
Yao, une forme d’écriture créée par et pour les 
femmes s’est transmise à travers les générations, une 
tradition dont les hommes ont été exclus.

Cette graphie particulière apparaît dans les livres 
que fabriquaient les femmes qui en cousaient les dé-
licates reliures ; une écriture que l’on retrouve soit 
consignée sur des morceaux de papier, soit copiée sur 
des éventails ou bien même brodée sur des écharpes 
et des mouchoirs. Chaque losange penche légère-
ment de sorte qu’un côté est quelque peu plus élevé. 
Ces élégants caractères peuvent à première vue se 
confondre avec la typographie kaishu (traditionnelle) 
ou les caractères de l’écriture ossécaille. 

À y regarder de plus près, toutefois, ces symboles rap-
pellent des motifs de broderie. En réalité, ils représentent 
un code secret. N’ayant pas accès à l’éducation et vouées 
aux mariages arrangés, les femmes de cette région ont 
inventé cette calligraphie afin de pouvoir communiquer 
entre elles et disposer d’un moyen d’expression person-
nel. Cette écriture a été appelée par la suite nüshu – litté-
ralement l’écriture des femmes. 

Depuis une dizaine d’années, les chercheurs ont 
rassemblé plus de 500 ouvrages en nüshu, totalisant 
plus de 300 000 caractères. Parmi ceux-ci, plus de 

Tous les spécialistes ne 
s’accordent pas sur l’origine 
de la langue nüshu – elle 
pourrait remonter aussi 
loin que la dynastie Qin, 
qui débuta en 221 avant 
notre ère. Et il est difficile  
de trouver des artéfacts 
nüshu originaux, car ils 
étaient souvent brûlés  
ou enterrés avec leurs 
créatrices pour leur tenir 
compagnie dans l’au-delà. 
La collection d’éventails 
et de livres en haut à 
droite comporte des 
inscriptions calligraphiées 
en nüshu – un art nouveau
qui apparut dans les 
années 1980. Ci-contre,  
ces exemples disent :  
« De bon augure », 
« Paisible », « Prospérité 
pour le monde » et  
« À jamais propice ».  

Il existe dans le sud de la Chine une 
forme d’écriture pratiquée uniquement 
par les femmes. Elle se nomme nüshu  
et son histoire est peu connue.

texte Venus Wong 
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fifi fifi fifififififi fifi fififi fiâfihfifi fifi fifififi fififi jfifififi qfifi fififififi fifi fifififififi fifi fififi fiâfihfifi fifi fifififi fififi jfifififi qfifi fififififi fifi fifififififi fifi fififi fiâfihfifi fifi fifififi fififi jfifififi qfifi fifififi fifi fifi fifififififi fifi fififi fiâfihfifi fifi fifififi fififi jfifififi qfifi fifififi 
fififififififi fifififififififififififififififififi fififififififififi fififififi ffiçfifififififififi fifififififififi fifififififififififififififififififi fififififififififi fififififi ffiçfifififififififi fififififififififififififififififififi fififififififififi fififififi ffiçfifififififififi fifi fifififififififififififififififififi fififififififififi fififififi ffiçfifififififififi fifi 
fififififififi fiù fififififi pfifififififififi fififififififififi fipfifififififififififififififififififififififi. 
Lfi fiüfihfi fififi fifi fi’fifi bfififififi pfifififififififi. N’fififififi pfifi fifififiLfi fiüfihfi fififi fifi fi’fifi bfififififi pfifififififififi. N’fififififi pfifi fifififiLfi fiüfihfi fififi fifi fi’fifi bfififififi pfifififififififi. N’fififififi pfifi fififififi Lfi fiüfihfi fififi fifi fi’fifi bfififififi pfifififififififi. N’fififififi pfifi fififififi 
à fi’fifififififififififi fifififififififififi fi’fixpfififififi fififififi fififififififififififi fifià fi’fifififififififififi fifififififififififi fi’fixpfififififi fififififi fififififififififififi fifià fi’fifififififififififi fifififififififififi fi’fixpfififififi fififififi fififififififififififi fififi à fi’fifififififififififi fifififififififififi fi’fixpfififififi fififififi fififififififififififi fififi 
ffififififi fififi fifififi fififi ffifififi fifi fififififififififififififi fifififfififififi fififi fifififi fififi ffifififi fifi fififififififififififififi fifififfififififi fififi fifififi fififi ffifififi fifi fififififififififififififi fifififi ffififififi fififi fifififi fififi ffifififi fifi fififififififififififififi fifififi 
pfififififififififi fi’fififififififififi fifififi bfifi fifififi fifififififififi fifi fififipçfififipfififififififififi fi’fififififififififi fifififi bfifi fifififi fifififififififi fifi fififipçfififipfififififififififi fi’fififififififififi fifififi bfifi fifififi fifififififififi fifi fififipçfififi. pfififififififififi fi’fififififififififi fifififi bfifi fifififi fifififififififi fifi fififipçfififi. 
C’fififi fifififi pfififi fifififififi fifififififififi. fi

Tfifi HfififiChfifi fi fififi fififififififififi pfifi fifi pfifififififififififi fifi fifiTfifi HfififiChfifi fi fififi fififififififififi pfifi fifi pfifififififififififi fifi fifiTfifi HfififiChfifi fi fififi fififififififififi pfifi fifi pfifififififififififififififififififiTfifi HfififiChfifi fi fififi fififififififififi pfifi fifi pfifififififififififififififififififi
Yfifixfififi – fifififibfifi fipfififififififififi fifi fiüfihfifi fififififi fifi 1990 – 
fifi fi fifififififfifififi fififi fifixfififi qfi’fifififi fi fippfififi fifi fipfififififififififi fi fifififififfifififi fififi fifixfififi qfi’fifififi fi fippfififi fifi fipfififififififififi fi fifififififfifififi fififi fifixfififi qfi’fifififi fi fippfififi fifi fipfifififififififi fifi fi fifififififfifififi fififi fifixfififi qfi’fifififi fi fippfififi fifi fipfifififififififi 
fifi fififififi fifififififififi ffifififififi fififififififififi à fififi pfibfififififi fififififi fifififififififi ffifififififi fififififififififi à fififi pfibfififififi fififififi fifififififififi ffifififififi fififififififififi à fififi pfibfifififi fifi fififififi fifififififififi ffifififififi fififififififififi à fififi pfibfifififi 
fififififififififififififix fifi fififififi fifififififififi fifififififi fifi pfififfififififififififififififififix fifi fififififi fifififififififi fifififififi fifi pfififfififififififififififififififix fifi fififififi fifififififififi fifififififi fifi pfififfififi
fifififififi fifififififififi. HfififiChfifi fififi : « Jfi fifififififi qfifi fififififififi fifififififififi. HfififiChfifi fififi : « Jfi fifififififi qfifi fififififififi fifififififififi. HfififiChfifi fififi : « Jfi fifififififi qfifi fifi fifififififi fifififififififi. HfififiChfifi fififi : « Jfi fifififififi qfifi fifi 
fiüfihfi fififipfififififififi bfifififiôfi fifi j’fifipfififi qfifi fififi fifififififiüfihfi fififipfififififififi bfifififiôfi fifi j’fifipfififi qfifi fififi fififififififi 
fifififififi à fifi pfifififififififi pfififi fififi fififififififififififi ffifififififififififififi à fifi pfifififififififi pfififi fififi fififififififififififi ffifififififififififififi à fifi pfifififififififi pfififi fififi fififififififififififi ffifififififi. fifififififi à fifi pfifififififififi pfififi fififi fififififififififififi ffifififififi. 
J’fifififififififi qfifi fifi fififififi fififififififififi fi’fixfififififififi fifi fifiJ’fifififififififi qfifi fifi fififififi fififififififififi fi’fixfififififififi fifi fifiJ’fifififififififi qfifi fifi fififififi fififififififififi fi’fixfififififififi fifi fififi J’fifififififififi qfifi fifi fififififi fififififififififi fi’fixfififififififi fifi fififi 
ffififififi hfififiïqfififi qfifi ffififififi fifififiz fififififififififififi pfififfififififi hfififiïqfififi qfifi ffififififi fifififiz fififififififififififi pfififfififififi hfififiïqfififi qfifi ffififififi fifififiz fififififififififififi pfififi ffififififi hfififiïqfififi qfifi ffififififi fifififiz fififififififififififi pfififi 
fififififi fifififi pfifipfifi fififififififi. fi Sfifi fifififififi HfififiChfifi fifififififififififi fifififi pfifipfifi fififififififi. fi Sfifi fifififififi HfififiChfifi fifififififi 
pfifififififififi pfififififififi fifi fiüfihfifi fifi fiêfifi à fifi fififififi fifipfifififififififi pfififififififi fifi fiüfihfifi fifi fiêfifi à fifi fififififi fififi 
fifififififi fififififipfififififififi fifi fifi fififififififi Xfififi fifi fififi fififififififififififififi fififififipfififififififi fifi fifi fififififififi Xfififi fifi fififi fififififififififififififi fififififipfififififififi fifi fifi fififififififi Xfififi fifi fififi fifififififififi fifififififi fififififipfififififififi fifi fifi fififififififi Xfififi fifi fififi fifififififififi 
fififififififi. fifififi fi’fififipfififififififi fififi fifi fififififi fifififififififi fifififififififi. fifififi fi’fififipfififififififi fififi fifi fififififi fifififififififi fifi  
fifi fi’fififiêfifi pfifi fià : fifi fififipfififififififi fihfififififi Tfifi Dfifififi fi’fififiêfifi pfifi fià : fifi fififipfififififififi fihfififififi Tfifi Dfifififi fi’fififiêfifi pfifi fià : fifi fififipfififififififi fihfififififi Tfifi Dfififi fifi fi’fififiêfifi pfifi fià : fifi fififipfififififififi fihfififififi Tfifi Dfififi 
fifififififififififi fifi fifi pfififififififi fifi Hfifififi fifi fififipfififififififi fifi fififififififififififi fifi fifi pfififififififi fifi Hfifififi fifi fififipfififififififi fifi fififififififififififi fifi fifi pfififififififi fifi Hfifififi fifi fififipfififififififi fifi fifi fifififififififififi fifi fifi pfififififififi fifi Hfifififi fifi fififipfififififififi fifi fifi 
fifififiqfifi fififi fifififi fififififi fifi fifififififi fifi fififififi fi fifififi fififififififififiqfifi fififi fifififi fififififi fifi fifififififi fifi fififififi fi fifififi fififififififififiqfifi fififi fifififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififi : 
fififi Sficfififi Sfifififi fif Wfimfififi fififi œfifififi fifififififififififi qfifififi Sficfififi Sfifififi fif Wfimfififi fififi œfifififi fifififififififififi qfifififi Sficfififi Sfifififi fif Wfimfififi fififi œfifififi fifififififififififi qfifi fififi Sficfififi Sfifififi fif Wfimfififi fififi œfifififi fifififififififififi qfifi 
fififififififi fififififi hfififififififi pfififi fifi pfibfififi fifi XXIfi fifififififififififififififififififi. fifififififi. 
Afifififififififi fififihfifipfififififififi fifififififififififififi phfififififiphfifi fiAfifififififififi fififihfifipfififififififi fifififififififififififi phfififififiphfifi fifi 
hfifififififififi 13 « fifififififififififi fifi fifififififi fififififififififi fifi fififififihfifififififififi 13 « fifififififififififi fifi fifififififi fififififififififi fifi fififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififi
fifi fififififi fifi fifi fiœfifififi fi fifififi fififi fifi fifififiqfifi.

Pfififi fififi fihfififihfififififi fi’fififififififi fifi fifi fifififififi fiüfihPfififi fififi fihfififihfififififi fi’fififififififi fifi fifi fifififififi fiüfihfi 
fififififi fififififififififififi. Cfififififififi pfifififififi qfi’fifififi fifififififififififififi fififififififififififi. Cfififififififi pfifififififi qfi’fifififi fififififififi à 
pfififi fifi fififix fififififi fifififi à fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fifi fiêfipfififi fifi fififix fififififi fifififi à fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fifi fiêfipfififi fifi fififix fififififi fifififi à fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fifi fiêfifi pfififi fifi fififix fififififi fifififi à fifi fifififififififi Qfifi fifi fiêfifi 
pfififi fiôfi. D’fifififififi fifififififi fifififififififi qfifi fififififi fifififififipfififi fiôfi. D’fifififififi fifififififi fifififififififi qfifi fififififi fifififififi fi 
fififi fifififififippfifi fifi fifibfifi fifi fi’fififi fifififififififi fifi fi’fififi pfifififi fifififififippfifi fifi fifibfifi fifi fi’fififi fifififififififi fifi fi’fififi pfifififi fifififififippfifi fifi fifibfifi fifi fi’fififi fifififififififi fifi fi’fififi pfifi fififi fifififififippfifi fifi fifibfifi fifi fi’fififi fifififififififi fifi fi’fififi pfifi 
pfififi fifififififififi qfifi fifi fifi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fifi fifi fifipfififi fifififififififi qfifi fifi fifi fifi fifi fifififififififi fifififi fifi fifi fifipfififi fifififififififi qfifi fifi fifififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififipfififi fifififififififi qfifi fifi fifififififififififififififififififififififififififififififififi
bfifi fifi fifi fifififififififi Qfififi. Qfifififi à fififi fifififififififififififi fifibfifi fifi fifi fifififififififi Qfififi. Qfifififi à fififi fifififififififififififi fifibfifi fifi fifi fifififififififi Qfififi. Qfifififi à fififi fifififififififififififi fififi bfifi fifi fifi fifififififififi Qfififi. Qfifififi à fififi fifififififififififififi fififi 
fifififififififi fififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi ffififififi fifififififififififi fififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi ffififififi fifififififififififi fififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi ffififififi fifix fifififififififi fififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi ffififififi fifix 
fifififififi fifififififi. Dfifi hfifififififififi fifipfifififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi fifififififi. Dfifi hfifififififififi fifipfifififififififi fififififififififi fififififififififi fifififififi. Dfifi hfifififififififi fifipfifififififififi fififififififififi fifififififififififi fifififififi. Dfifi hfifififififififi fifipfifififififififi fififififififififi fifififi
fifififi fififi ffififififi fififififififififififififi fififi fifififi fififi fififififififififififi fififi ffififififi fififififififififififififi fififi fifififi fififi fififififififififififi fififi ffififififi fififififififififififififi fififi fifififi fififi fifififififififi fifififi fififi ffififififi fififififififififififififi fififi fifififi fififi fifififififififi 
pfififi fififififififififififi fifififi fififiqfifi fififi fififfififififififififi fifi fifipfififi fififififififififififi fifififi fififiqfifi fififi fififfififififififififi fifi fifipfififi fififififififififififi fifififi fififiqfifi fififi fififfififififififififi fifi fifiz pfififi fififififififififififi fifififi fififiqfifi fififi fififfififififififififi fifi fifiz 
fifi à fifi bfifibfi fi’fifififififi. 

Lfi fiüfihfi fififififi fififi fififiqfifi fifi fififififififi fifi fi’fifipfififi fiLfi fiüfihfi fififififi fififi fififiqfifi fifi fififififififi fifi fi’fifipfififi fifi 
fifi fifififififi fifififififififi. Yfififi Hfifififififi fifi fifififififififi pfifififififififi fifififififi fifififififififi. Yfififi Hfifififififi fifi fifififififififi pfifififififififi fifififififi fifififififififi. Yfififi Hfifififififi fifi fifififififififi pfififififififi fifi fifififififi fifififififififi. Yfififi Hfifififififi fifi fifififififififi pfififififififi 
à pfififififi fififififififififi fiüfihfifi fififi fififififi fifi 2004fi fifififi fià pfififififi fififififififififi fiüfihfifi fififi fififififi fifi 2004fi fifififi fià pfififififi fififififififififi fiüfihfifi fififi fififififi fifi 2004fi fifififi fifi à pfififififi fififififififififi fiüfihfifi fififi fififififi fifi 2004fi fifififi fifi 
fiüfihfi fi fififififififi fifififi ffifififi fifi fifififififififiphfifi. Lfi fififififififiüfihfi fi fififififififi fifififi ffifififi fifi fifififififififiphfifi. Lfi fififififififiüfihfi fi fififififififi fifififi ffifififi fifi fifififififififiphfifi. Lfi fififififififi fiüfihfi fi fififififififi fifififi ffifififi fifi fifififififififiphfifi. Lfi fififififififi 
fifi fifi fififififififififi fififi ffififififi qfifi fi’fififi fifififi pfifififififififi fififi fifi fififififififififi fififi ffififififi qfifi fi’fififi fifififi pfifififififififi fififi fifi fififififififififi fififi ffififififi qfifi fi’fififi fifififi pfifififififififi fifi fifi fifi fififififififififi fififi ffififififi qfifi fi’fififi fifififi pfifififififififi fifi 
fifififififififififi fi’fififipfifififi fifififififi qfifi fifififi fififi fififififififi. 
Pfififi fifi fifivfififi dfivfifififififi fififi lfi fifijfifi, cfifififilfifiz lfi fifipfififififiPfififi fifi fifivfififi dfivfifififififi fififi lfi fifijfifi, cfifififilfifiz lfi fifipfififififiPfififi fifi fifivfififi dfivfifififififi fififi lfi fifijfifi, cfifififilfifiz lfi fifipfifififififi Pfififi fifi fifivfififi dfivfifififififi fififi lfi fifijfifi, cfifififilfifiz lfi fifipfifififififi 
fixclfififif dfififi lfi Pfififik Pfifilfippfi Mfififizfififi Exfififi fififi pfififikfixclfififif dfififi lfi Pfififik Pfifilfippfi Mfififizfififi Exfififi fififi pfififikfixclfififif dfififi lfi Pfififik Pfifilfippfi Mfififizfififi Exfififi fififi pfififik.fixclfififif dfififi lfi Pfififik Pfifilfippfi Mfififizfififi Exfififi fififi pfififik.
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